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Beginning 

January 26th  Bridgewater 
Doug Will Tennis Center
Tennis Clinic for
14 to 17 year oldsFREE

Please email derek.byler@gmail.com
to register for these classes or call 

540-908-8266

Crime Increases 
During the 
Holidays

It’s not unusual for crime to increase over the holidays.  
Unfortunately, some use the Christmas season to take 
packages, cash and other items from cars and trucks 
parked at the mall or in our case this year, from the 
driveways and homes of our citizens.  

We regret to say that this year was a little worse than 
usual.  The good news is that we have a suspect in all 
cases.  One of these received a lot of attention in the 
media.  It involved an escapee from a juvenile detention 
facility near Staunton who allegedly came to Bridgewater 
and entered two houses, taking a car from one of them.  
The suspect is currently on the run and has been traced 
as far as Alabama.  He’s left a string of crimes in his 
wake and will likely be caught with all the attention he’s 
drawing to himself.

We had a series of break-ins 
in the Tiffany Drive/Bridgeport 
area that resulted in the arrest of a 
young woman.  She is suspected of 
breaking into eleven automobiles and 
is charged with Breaking & Entering, 
Theft and Assault.  

A more unusual case happened 
on East College Street where a 
young man, obviously drunk, used a 
screw driver to break into a house.  
Unfortunately for him, the owner 
was home and the perpetrator is now 
facing charges of Trespassing, Drunk 
in Public and Possession of Alcohol.

Nationwide, most property crimes 
go unsolved.  We are fortunate that 
the ones listed above will result in 
arrest and prosecution.  Bridgewater 
enjoys a reputation as a low crime 
community.  However, as these cases 
prove, we aren’t exempt from crime.

On page 2 of this issue of the 
Current we’ve printed information 
from the Police Department on 

preventing property crimes.

January Starts Out 
As Cold Month

….and a look back at 1977
We’ve heard a lot of people comment about the 

cold weather so far this month.  We agree, it’s been 
colder than usual.  A few water mains have frozen, 
which doesn’t happen that often, and we’ve had six 
days where the low temperature didn’t get above 10 
degrees.  However, for many of us working for the 
Town of Bridgewater this month pales in comparison 
to January of 1977.  That’s the month a water line 
fell into North River and we recorded fourteen days 
of extremely cold temperatures with five of them 
checking in at zero or below.  In fact, that January was 
the coldest since 1918.  Over the past 113 years only 
two of them had a colder January than 1977.

How cold was it?  Well, the average minimum 
temperature was 12 degrees.  That’s the average.  A 
“normal” January has an average minimum in the 25 
degree range.  On January 13th we hit the low of 5 
below zero with a couple more of those “below zero” 
numbers to follow.  It was about this time that the 
water line suspended under the 
North River bridge froze and 
fell into the river.  That left our 
customers along Airport Road 
without water service.  The 
Bridgewater Fire Department 
helped us out by stringing 
fire hose from one side of 
the bridge to the other and 
that served as the only water 
supply for Airport Road until 
we could replace the line.

After the cold snap ended  
we got to work installing 
a new water line under the 
bridge.  We asked suppliers to 
help us find a line that would 
be more resistant to freezing 
than the cast iron that failed.  
One of them showed us a type 
of insulated water line material 
used in the state of Maine 
that seemed to endure their 
harsh winters.  After very little 
debate that’s what we bought.  
It’s served us well for the past 
thirty-seven years and should be 
there for many more to come. 

Water sprayed out of the broken line at high 
pressure, yet it was so cold it froze in the 

form of an ice sculpture on January 13, 1977.
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A Reminder 
From 

Bridgewater 
Police

Keep Doors Locked
A rash of vehicle break-ins in 

Bridgewater has highlighted the need to 
keep cars and houses locked.  In 
each case, the victimized car 
was unlocked.  The perpetrators 
simply opened the door, reached 
in and took anything of value 
they wanted.  

Police Chief Joe Simmons 
advises, “If you don’t provide 
the opportunity, there is less 
chance the crime will occur.  
The simple 
act of locking 
your car and 
removing valuable 
items will go a long 
way in preventing theft.”

He also asks citizens to contact 
the police department immediately if you 
notice suspicious activity.  Our officers are 
on duty around the clock.  The sooner they 
have information of a crime the more likely 
it will be that they can solve it.  

The office phone number is 828-2611, 
but that is not the quickest way to reach 
our officers since they may be out on 
patrol.  Please use 434-4436 for non-
emergency calls and 911 for emergencies.  
That will ensure the quickest response.

Safety for
Walkers and Joggers

It’s been a cold winter, yet we still see dozens of walkers 
and joggers who have ventured forth to get their daily 
exercise.  As the weather warms they will be joined by 
many others who see the need to go outside for a walk and 
some fresh air.  

Evidence has proven the health benefits of exercise.  It 
tones your muscles, supports cardiovascular health and 
may even help rid you of excess weight gained over the 
winter.  However, you don’t want an accident to ruin such a 
wonderful activity.  In this regard, our police officers urge 
you to remember the following safety practices.

• Use sidewalks whenever 
available.

• If walking on the street, 
face the traffic and 
travel as close to the 
curb as is feasible.

• Cross streets at 
crosswalks whenever 
possible.

• Obey “Walk/Don’t Walk” control signals at crosswalks.

• If there is no crosswalk, use extra caution when 
crossing a street.

• Make sure bicyclists and motorists can see you...avoid 
entering the street from between parked cars.

• Wear light colored clothes or reflective vests that 
increase your visibility to traffic.

• Always carry an ID and/or cell phone in case of an 
emergency.

Below we have printed a chart taken from www.
nutristrategy.com that shows the number of calories that can 
be burned by walking one hour.

Exercise & Calories Burned per Hour 130 lbs 155 lbs 180 lbs 205 lbs

Walking 2.0 mph, slow 148 176 204 233
Walking 2.5 mph 177 211 245 279
Walking 3.0 mph, moderate 195 232 270 307
Walking 3.5 mph, brisk pace 224 267 311 354
Walking 3.5 mph, uphill 354 422 490 558
Walking 4.0 mph, very brisk 295 352 409 465
Walking 4.5 mph 372 443 515 586
Walking 5.0 mph 472 563 654 745
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The Rest of the Story
Mystery Solved

In November’s Current we asked for the ‘rest of the story’ regarding the 
deaths of Benjamin Weaver and that of his son just three days later.  The 
response was immediate.  Bridgewater resident Glen Thomas identified 
Sgt. Weaver as his uncle and stopped by the office along with Weaver’s 

niece, Patsy Brown, to fill in the details.  Here is “the rest of the story.”

In the fall of 1942 Benjamin Weaver’s health was rapidly going 
downhill.  He’d fought tuberculosis and now found himself facing 
shingles as well.  His family thought the time was right to call his 
son, Sergeant Raymond Weaver, home from Texas to see his dad 
one last time.  Raymond made the arduous drive from Texas to 
Virginia with few stops.  Remember that this was a time before 

the interstate system so he was travelling through every town and city along 
the way as he used the old primary and back roads that connected our nation.  
Eventually he arrived and had the chance to talk to his dad.  We can only 
imagine what that visit must have meant to a father as his life faded away.

Raymond returned to Texas the same way he came, by 
driving night and day until he arrived at his military base.  
Shortly after his arrival he was told that Benjamin Weaver 
had passed away and that they would hold the funeral until 
he got to Virginia.  So Raymond got back in his car and 
drove straight through to get home as soon as possible.  He 
was crossing Afton mountain on Route 250 when his car 

went off the road, ending his life.  He was little more than thirty miles from home when he died.  It is believed 
that Raymond had fallen asleep at the wheel since he’d been driving nearly six days without rest.

Meanwhile, the family had gathered at the family home waiting for Raymond’s arrival.  “I remember the 
day distinctly”, says Patsy Brown, who was six.  “It was the first time I’d ever seen a State Trooper.  Some of 
my uncles went to meet him at the fence, but we all knew it was bad news.”  Glen Thomas, who was eight at 
the time, added, “The whole family was there 
waiting for Uncle Raymond because we had 
postponed granddad’s funeral until he arrived.”  
In the end, both men, father and son, were 
buried side by side on the same day.

Their tombstones, along with that of Nettie 
Weaver, stand next to each other in a little 
cemetery located just south of Mt. Crawford.

Cousins Patsy Brown 
and Glen Thomas share their 

memories of that fateful day when 
their Uncle Raymond was killed 
in a tragic automobile accident.

We’ve highlighted the pictures of Raymond Weaver and 
his parents, Benjamin and Nettie Weaver..  (Front Row L 
to R) Blanche Shank, Mattie Webster, Benjamin Weaver, 
Nettie Weaver, Bertha Eagle, Margie James. (Back Row 

L to R) C.F. Weaver, Raymond Weaver, Roy Weaver, Tillie 
Weaver, Virgil Weaver, Bennie Weaver, Emory Weaver

Raymond Weaver and his fiancé.
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Everyone Loves 
a Parade

Bridgewater Foods 
Christmas Parade a Success

With nearly 90 entrants, the first Bridgewater 
Christmas Parade in 39 years came off without a 
hitch.  Even the weather cooperated.  Here are some 
of the pictures of that day.  

John Marklin and Lee Armbuster, owners of 
Bridgewater Foods and sponsors of this year’s 
parade are already making plans for next year.  
Watch for details in future 
Bridgewater Currents.

Name Missed From 
DEQ Picture

It’s bad to leave anyone’s name 
out of a picture.  It’s even 
worse when you consider that 
person a friend and neighbor 

who’s lived in Bridgewater for 
many years.  Yet that’s just what 

we did when Rick Fawley’s name 
was omitted in November.  Our 
apologies to Rick for the error.

SUPPORT 

YOUR LOCAL FIRE 

COMPANY

BUILDING FUND DRIVE
Bridgewater Vol. Fire Company

ALL YOU CAN EAT
BREAKFAST

Saturday, January 25th 
6 a.m. - until

At the Bridgewater Fire House
304 North Main Street

Bridgewater, VA
______________________

$9.00 per person
Ages 6-12, $5.00
Under 6, $2.00

Serving Sausage Gravy and Biscuits
Fried Potatoes, Scrambled Eggs,

Bacon, Sausage
Milk, Juice, Coffee and Tea
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Pizza Theater 
Comes to 

Bridgewater
Bigger and Better

Although Dominos Pizza has been in Bridgewater 
for the last ten years, it never looked like it does 
now.  Local owners Ray Sellers and Tom Hutton 
have established something called “Pizza Theater” at 
their new location on North Main Street.  Dominos 
started this concept and now has nine such locations 
throughout Virginia.  Ray, Tom and their staff invite 
you to stop by and watch your pizza being made.  They 
point out that this location is not limited to take-out and 
delivery, it’s become a sit-down restaurant that you can 
enjoy with family and friends. 

Co-owners Ray Sellers (left) and Tom 
Hutton (right) along with their operating 

partner, Stephanie Blevins (center) were on 
hand for the grand opening celebration.

Ribbon cutting at 
Dominos new location 

on North Main was 
held December 17th.  

Representatives from the 
business and community 

were on hand.  (left 
to right) Employee 

Destiny Martin; Stan 
Farthing-Harrisonburg/
Rockingham Chamber 

of Commerce; Stephanie 
Blevins-Bridgewater 

Operating Partner; Ray 
Sellers-Co-owner; Bill 
Miracle-Bridgewater 
Town Council; Tom 
Hutton-Co-owner; 

Employee Steven Daniel.

 Destiny Martin 
shows how it’s done 

while co-worker 
Larry Davis keeps 

a watchful eye.  
Customers will get 
to see their pizza 

being made from the 
dough ball stage to 
the finished product.  
There are only nine 

other Dominos 
Pizza Theater 

establishments in the 
Commonwealth.
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Bridgewater Rotary Club   ....... Dinner/Business 
meeting every Tuesday at 6 PM, Maple Terrace, 
Bridgewater Retirement Community.

T.O.P.S. @ Bridgewater Presbyterian Church .
Every Tuesday from 6:15-7:30 PM.  Open to 
anyone interested in weight loss or weight 
management.  For more information please call 
Vickie Bland at 568-6539. 

January 25   Bridgewater Fire Company Breakfast 
7 AM until...  (See page 4 for details)

February 3 Bridgewater Ruritan Club  .......7 PM at 
Bridgewater United Methodist Church.

February 3 Bridgewater Rescue Squad Auxiliary 
6:30 PM at Bridgewater Rescue Squad building.  
Meets the first Monday of every month.  New 
members welcome.  For more information call   
828-3395. 

February 4  Congressman Goodlatte Open Door 
A representative from Congressman Goodlatte’s 
office will be available the first Tuesday of every 
month from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM in the Council 
Chambers of the Bridgewater Community Center or 
may be contacted at 885-3861.

February 4  Myers-Hodges V.F.W. Ladies 
Auxiliary......Meets the first Tuesday of every 
month at 7 PM at the Post home on Dry River 
Road. 

February 5  Massanutten Archeological Society  
Regular monthly meeting at Arey Hall in the 
Bridgewater Municipal building.  The public is 
invited to join. For additional information, please 
see our website at http://www.mcasv.org or contact 
Kay Veith at vaveith@comcast.net or 540-564-0635. 

February 8  Yard Sale  .............. 7 AM to Noon.  
Bridgewater Presbyterian Church Youth are holding 
an INDOOR yard sale at the church, 110 East 
College Street.  Call 828-2442 for details.

February 10  Bridgewater Family and Community 
Educators  7:30 PM.  Meets second Monday 
of every month at Arey Assembly Hall in the 
Bridgewater Community Center.  New members 
welcome.  For information contact Rosetta Harris, 
828-6273. 

February 11 Greater Ashby Business Council....
Noon at Bridgewater Volunteer Fire Company. Bring 
business cards to share.  For information call 641-
2668.

February 19  Myers-Hodges V.F.W.  Post 8644          
7 PM.  Regular meeting at Dry River Post.  Call 
828-0051 for further information.

February 24   Bridgewater Fire Company Ladies 
Auxiliary ......7 PM at Bridgewater Fire Hall.  New 
members welcome.  Call 828-2035 for details.

February 11 ...........................................Public Hearing
Financing Green Street Water Tank

February 11 ..............................Town Council Meeting
7:30 PM


